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of the Kauravas on the Virata country, the battle in
which Bhima and Arjuna take part and the wedding
of Abhimanyu with the daughter of the Virata King.
The poet   has   made very daring  changes from the
original epic story.   Drona performs for Duryodbaaa
a great sacrifice and in the end demands as his fee half
•thb kingdom to be awarded to the Pandavas.   Duiyo*
dfaana  agrees  on condition  that  the  Pandavas be
discovered within the next five nights.   The stipulated
time has not elapsed when the identity of the Pandavas
is revealed at the end of the battle in Virata's city.
Then Duryodhana agrees to abide by his word and to
give half his kingdom to his cousins, the Pandavas.
Another   important change is that Abhimanyu fights
on behalf of the Kauravas and is taken captive by
Bhima, but when the truth about his identity is known,
he  is honoured by   all   and married to the king's
daughter, Uttara.
More illustrative of the dramatist's genuis is die Bala cfaarita in five acts* It deals with the birth of Krishna, and his feats during boyhood ending with the slaying of Kamsa. The story differs widely from the story of Krishna as found in the Harivamsa, Vishnu Purana and Bhagavata. As these Puianas are in all probability not older than Bhasa, it is difficult to fix the source. Among Bhasa's plays based on epic themes this is evidently the best.
The Pratima nataka and the AbMsIeka Batata ne based on the story of the Ramayana. The first of